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Joan Zelickman, a native of San Diego, received a BFA degree 

from the State University of New York at Purchase where she 

studied violin with Charles and Heidi Castleman.  Her other 

teachers include Mary Gerard, János Négyesy and Joyce 

Robbins. 

 

Joan went on to hold positions in the Calgary Philharmonic, the 

Vera Cruz Symphony Orchestra, the Oregon Symphony and the 

Mexico City Philharmonic where she first met Robert Zelickman 

who played in the clarinet section.  They were married the 

following year, and relocated to San Diego in 1982.  Joan began 

performing with the San Diego Symphony and the San Diego 

Opera, later winning positions with both.  She was also a 

member of the San Diego Chamber Orchestra for 20 years.   

 

Joan and Robert have a daughter, Diane, who is currently a member of the violin section of the 

Tucson Symphony Orchestra. 

 
 

Getting to know Joan Zelickman… 
 
Q: How did you choose your instrument? 

 
A: I heard my school orchestra play and liked the sound of the violin. 
 
Q: What are three of your favorite movies? 

 
A: Pee Wee’s Big Adventure, The Frisco Kid, It’s a Wonderful Life 
 
Q: What is your favorite travel destination? 

 
A: New York City 
 
Q: What good book have you read lately? 

 
A: Homer’s Odyssey by Gwen Cooper (it’s about a blind wonder cat) 
 
Q: What do you love most about San Diego (besides the weather)? 

 
A: I love the San Diego Zoo. 
 
Q: What is your choice for dining in San Diego? 

 
A: I like People’s Food Co-op for its healthy vegetarian cuisine. 
 


