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In March 1942, Shostakovich said: “I dedicate my Seventh Symphony to our struggle 
against fascism, to our impending victory over the enemy and to my native city of 
Leningrad.”  

It is therefore a deeply charged work. Shostakovich had begun writing it just one month 
after German troops invaded. Under the direction of Music Director Rafael Payare, the San 
Diego Symphony has released an overwhelming live recording of the symphony, infused 
with layers of chilling wartime menace and violent chaos.  

The opening bars burst with heroism, while peaceful prewar life emerges in the carefree 
sound of the strings and flute. Then comes Shostakovich’s “version” of Ravel’s Boléro (that 
was simply how Shostakovich heard the war, he said); the snare drum as an ostinato, 
with more and more instruments inexorably joining in: the advancing armies. The hushed 
bassoon melody in the finale mourns the fallen.   
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