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MEETING
YIELDS NO
RESULT IN
ASH STREET
LITIGATION
Depositions, hearings to move
forward in 3 lawsuits over deal
BY JEFF MCDONALD

EDUARDO CONTRERAS U-T

About 30 parents and supporters protest school mask mandates in front of San Marcos High School on Tuesday morning.
State officials have said schools are not allowed to lift mask mandates before the state makes that decision.

SCHOOL DISTRICT MAKES
FACE MASKS OPTIONAL

After meeting in closed session for
four hours Tuesday, the San Diego City
Council announced it had taken no action
on a trio of lawsuits over the disputed
lease-to-own deal for the former Sempra
Energy headquarters at 101 Ash St.
“There is no reportable action to report,” said City Attorney Mara Elliott as
the council reconvened in open session
about 2 p.m.
Only six of nine council members attended the public portion of the meeting.
No explanation was given for the absence
of Councilmembers Marni von Wilpert,
Raul Campillo and Vivian Moreno.
The City Attorney’s Office said all nine
members of the council attended the
closed-session talks.
The announcement that no action
was taken came after weeks of speculation that the city had struck a deal to
settle two of the three lawsuits — complaints the city filed against its landlord,
Cisterra Development; the landlord’s
lender, CGA Capital; and real estate broker Jason Hughes.
In her lawsuits, Elliott said the Ash
Street lease and a similar contract for the
SEE ASH ST. • A11

Rancho Santa Fe board votes 3-2, is among first in area to contradict state guidance
BY KRISTEN TAKETA
The Rancho Santa Fe School
District on Monday became one
of the first San Diego-area districts, and one of a few statewide,
to make masks optional for students in defiance of the state’s
indoor school mask mandate.
The school board voted 3-2
during a special meeting Monday night, on Presidents Day, to
make masks optional effective
Tuesday. The North County district enrolls about 500 elementary students.
“The only way to return to

normalcy, in my mind, was to
have masks optional immediately,” said board President Jee
Manghani, a parent and software consultant who voted for
mask choice in an interview
Tuesday.
Board Vice President Annette Ross said the board is not
taking masks away from students who want to continue
wearing them in school; instead
the board is implementing a policy of mask choice.
“We’re actually putting it
back in the hands of the parents,
which I felt was always the right

SAN DIEGO UNIFIED DELAYS
VACCINE MANDATE AGAIN
A7 • School district pushes
requirement to August while legal
challenge is under appeal.
thing for the children, to make
choices for their children based
on the knowledge they have for
their children’s health,” said
Ross, a parent and author who
voted in support of Monday’s decision.
The board’s decision comes
as conflicts over masks in
schools reach a fever pitch. Stu-

dents and parents are protesting at various schools for
mask choice, including Tuesday
morning when about 30 people
rallied outside San Marcos High
School around 9 a.m.
Also several superintendents
recently lamented that the mask
fight and COVID politics have
taken their time and attention
away from educating students.
More than 20 members of local
school boards, including the
Rancho Santa Fe trustees who
voted for mask choice, formed a
coalition and sent a press release
SEE MASKS • A7

BY GREG MORAN
When Osvaldo Lopez is sentenced on Thursday for the 2017
killing of Ricardo Sales at a
shopping center in Imperial
Beach, the hearing will be more
than just another item on a
crowded court docket.
Lopez faces up to 21 years in
prison for the killing of Sales in
November 2017. Lopez’s case is

noteworthy because his defense
lawyer is arguing he should get
much less time because the case
against him is infected with racial bias on the part of prosecutors.
Deputy Public Defender Emily Rose-Weber is using the Racial
Justice Act, a state law that became effective in 2021, to press
her case.
It is only the second time that
the law, which allows defendants
to challenge the conviction or
sentence by showing racial, ethnic or national-origin bias, has
been used in San Diego, according to the DA’s office.

And the main piece of evidence supporting her claim: how
the prosecution of former San
Diego Sheriff ’s Deputy Aaron
Russell was conducted.
“I think the Aaron Russell
case is a glaring example of inequality and disparate treatment,” Rose-Weber said.
On Feb. 7, Russell was sentenced to one year in jail and
three years probation for the
May 1, 2020, shooting of Nicholas
Bils outside the downtown central jail. Russell, 25 years old and
White, was initially charged with
murder by District Attorney
Summer Stephan — the first law

WASHINGTON

enforcement officer in the state
charged under a new state law
that raised the standard of when
police are allowed to use deadly
force.
In a deal with prosecutors in
November, Russell agreed to
plead guilty to voluntary manslaughter — a lesser charge that
carries a maximum sentence of
11 years in prison. He formally
admitted he shot the unarmed
Bils, who was hit four times in
the back while running away
from Russell, in “the actual but
unreasonable belief ” that he or
others were in danger of being
SEE JUSTICE • A8

The White House on Tuesday announced a round of sanctions targeting
Russian banks and limiting the country’s
access to financial markets after Russia
sent troops into two regions of eastern
Ukraine, a step U.S. and European officials characterized as the opening stages
of a wider war.
The sanctions, which targeted two
state-owned banks as well as Russians
the White House called Kremlin-connected “elites,” were significant but
stopped short of the most severe penalties the administration had threatened.
President Joe Biden, who described
Moscow’s military advance as “the beginning” of an invasion, said the measures
announced Tuesday were “the first
tranche of sanctions” and warned that
more could come.
SEE CRISIS • A6

U.S. SOCCER, FEMALE PLAYERS
SETTLE EQUAL PAY LAWSUIT

SYMPHONY CONDUCTING $125 MILLION RENOVATION
Copley Symphony Hall, Jacobs Music Center overhaul will be finished by fall 2023
BY GEORGE VARGA
The San Diego Symphony
aimed sky-high with last summer’s opening of The Rady Shell
at Jacobs Park, its $85 million
outdoor concert venue nestled
between the bay and the downtown skyline.
Now, the 112-year-old orchestra is aiming even higher with today’s announcement of the $125
million renovation of its downtown home, the Jacobs Music
Center, and 93-year-old concert
venue, Copley Symphony Hall.
The comprehensive project is
set to be completed in time for
next year’s kickoff of the orchestra’s 2023 fall season.
The renovation will retain
historic elements of Copley
Symphony Hall, while bringing
it into the 21st century with a redesign that will transform much
of the venue.
SEE MUSIC • A10

Russia punished for sending
troops into Ukrainian regions
BY SHANE HARRIS, ELLEN NAKASHIMA
& MICHAEL BIRNBAUM

LIGHT SENTENCE IN MANSLAUGHTER CASE RAISES
QUESTION OF RACIAL BIAS IN SIMILAR PROSECUTION
Man faces 21 years
in prison when he’s
sentenced Thursday

BIDEN CALLS
PUTIN’S MOVE
AN INVASION,
OUTLINES U.S.
SANCTIONS

Athletes to receive
$24M and a pledge for
parity between teams
BY ANDREW DAS
For six years, members of the
World Cup-winning U.S. women’s soccer team and their
bosses argued about equitable
treatment of female players.
They argued about whether
they deserved the same charter
flights as their male counterparts and about the definition of
what constituted equal pay.
But the long fight that set key
members of the women’s team
against their bosses at U.S. Soccer ended Tuesday just as
abruptly as it had begun, with a
settlement that included a multimillion-dollar payment to the
players and a promise by their
federation to equalize pay be-

EDUARDO CONTRERAS U-T

Construction crews work Friday on reconfiguring and renovating
Copley Symphony Hall’s stage and seating. In an effort to improve
sightlines, the venue’s capacity will decrease from 2,248 to 1,750.

FOOD

CAST IRON FOR KEEPS
With proper care and use, pieces can become
treasured family heirlooms for generations. E1

tween the men’s and women’s
national teams.
Under the terms of the agreement, the women — a group of
several dozen current and former players that includes some
of the world’s most popular and
decorated athletes — will share
$24 million in payments from
U.S. Soccer. The bulk of that figure is back pay, a tacit admission
that compensation for the men’s
and women’s teams had been
unequal for years.
Perhaps more notable is U.S.
Soccer’s pledge to equalize pay
between the men’s and women’s
national teams in all competitions, including the World Cup,
in the teams’ next collective bargaining agreements. That gap
was once seen as an unbridgeable divide preventing any sort
of equal pay settlement. If it is
closed by the federation in negotiations with both teams, the
SEE SOCCER • A8
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MUSIC • Symphony teaming with 3 collaborators
FROM A1
Prior to today, the symphony
had made no formal announcements, beyond noting it was
conducting “mechanical and
electrical upgrades” to the hall
while “assessing” possible further renovations. The nonprofit
arts organization is only now
disclosing the expense and extent of the project.
“This is an amazing and fantastic opportunity. I am overjoyed,” Rafael Payare, the symphony’s charismatic music director, told the Union-Tribune.
To bring about this transformation, the symphony is teaming with a veteran triumvirate of
collaborators. It includes the
Connecticut-based acoustical
design company Akustiks; Minnesota-based HGA, one of the
nation’s leading design and restoration companies for classical
music concert halls and other
arts facilities; and Schuler
Shook, an international theater-planning and architecturallighting design company.
“I don’t think any of the musicians in the orchestra ever
dreamed we could do this extensive a renovation,” said Martha
Gilmer, the symphony’s CEO.
The orchestra has not performed for an audience at Copley Symphony Hall since the
COVID-19 shutdown began in
March 2020.
“We wanted to sustain the
momentum we had, pre-pandemic,” Gilmer said. “And we
believe San Diego deserves to
have this beautiful old concert
hall repurposed like this. It’s important to make this dream
come true.”

A concert hall reimagined

The reasons for Payare and
Gilmer’s excitement are multifold:
• Copley Symphony Hall’s
stage will be significantly reconfigured and enhanced so that
the musicians can see and hear
themselves — and fellow orchestra members — much better
than before. A permanent new
orchestra enclosure and new
risers will be added, specifically
designed for the new stage
whose floor is also being replaced.
• State-of-the-art audio, visual and lighting systems will be
installed, along with a tunable
acoustic canopy above the
stage.
• A permanent elevated
choral terrace will be added at
the rear of the stage for concerts
that feature vocal ensembles

EDUARDO CONTRERAS U-T

All of the seats in Copley Symphony Hall will be replaced
before it reopens for the start of the 2023 fall season.
collaborating with the orchestra. For non-choral performances, the terrace will offer 75
birds-eye-view seats for concertgoers.
• Acoustical “tuning chambers” and an array of audio-enhancing devices will be installed
throughout the hall. These can
be adjusted from concert to concert to best accommodate the
number of performers, the style
of music being performed, and
the amplification requirements.
• To improve sightlines and
make concerts more intimate,
eight rows will be removed from
the rear of the venue’s orchestra
seating section and one row
from the balcony, while the back
wall on the main floor will be
moved forward to be closer to
the stage. As a result, the capacity of the venue will decrease
from 2,248 to 1,750.
• All of the seats will be replaced, the angles at which they
face the stage will be modified
for better viewing and new aisles
will be added.
• New rehearsal rooms,
dressing rooms and an expanded music library will be
added, along with four to six
floors of new office space, a new
entrance on Eighth Avenue for
artists and staff, a climate-controlled instrument storage facility, and more.

From conventional TV to 4K

“If you could see all the renderings, you would flip out at
how beautiful everything will be
when the renovations are finished,” said Payare, speaking
from a concert stop last week in
Bergen, Norway.
“The orchestra is the instrument, and the instrument of the
orchestra is the hall itself. This

(renovation) will be like going
from watching (conventional)
TV to watching 4K (resolution).”
Added Gilmer: “Mayor Todd
Gloria has made it his mission to
think big for San Diego, and
we’re committed to being part of
that.”
In a written statement, Gloria said that the revitalized
Jacobs Music Center “will be an
exquisite home for the San Diego Symphony, making it a
must-see destination for visitors and further bolstering
downtown as an arts destination within the city.”
A partial interior demolition
of the hall began last October.
A key part of the renovation
was completed in November, after nearly a year of work. It entailed replacing and relocating
the venue’s basement HVAC
system, which is now suspended
in a portion of the parking garage above the hall.
“Even before COVID-19 began, the plan was to replace the
HVAC system,” said Payare,
who noted that suggestions
from the orchestra’s members
have been vital in planning
many facets of the renovation.
The new HVAC system,
which uses bipolar ionization, is
much quieter than the old one.
It is one of many upgrades that
will help improve the hall’s
acoustics and aesthetic qualities.
Veteran acoustician Paul
Scarborough of the Akustiks
company, which first worked on
Copley Symphony Hall in 2002,
is collaborating closely on the
new renovation with John Frane
and Jim Moore of the design and
restoration company HGA.
The three most recently

teamed on the St. Paul Chamber Orchestra’s 1,110-seat concert hall at the Ordway Center
for the Performing Arts in Minnesota’s capital city. Frane and
Moore also helped design San
Diego State University’s new
performing-arts district, which
has received $37 million in state
funding and is scheduled for
completion by the end of this
year.
“One of the reasons Paul
Scarborough suggested us to
Martha and the symphony is
that we have worked with him
on a number of historic theaters,” Frane said from his Los
Angeles office.
“We want to celebrate what is
grand about Copley Symphony
Hall and also bring it into the
21st century. ... That led to us
bringing in our expansive team
of engineers to look at mechanical systems, catwalks, and other
things the audience doesn’t see
that are essential.”
“Working with Paul,” Moore
added, speaking from Minneapolis, “you get a great sense of the
visual and spatial relation in the
hall because of the way he integrates them.”
Scarborough is also working
on David Geffen Hall, the $500
million venue being built at New
York’s Lincoln Center. The first
concert he attended at Copley
Symphony Hall was nearly 30
years ago.
“One of the major moves
we’re doing, acoustically, is to
bring the rear wall of the orchestra seating section forward to
reduce the number of seats
under the balcony,” Scarborough said from his Connecticut
office. “The connection to the
music the San Diego audience
will feel will be dramatically enhanced by the changes and enhancements we are making. The
sense of being a participant in
the concert experience, rather
than an observer, will be quite
striking.”
Symphony CEO Gilmer
credits lessons learned from the
building of The Rady Shell at
Jacobs Park as “very helpful”
with the $125 million renovation
of Jacobs Music Center.
“We are in the ‘quiet’ phase of
fundraising,” she said. “The
symphony’s board has confidence this will work, and I do,
too. We’ve made a lot of new
friends for the orchestra
through The Shell, so I really
hope there’s an uprising of support for this as well.”

george.varga@sduniontribune.com

Jacobs Music Center’s Copley Symphony Hall
1929: The hall opened as the Fox Theater on
Nov. 8, 1929, nearly two decades after the San
Diego Symphony made its debut. It was built at a
cost of $2.5 million and was part of the national
Fox movie theater chain. Buster Keaton and Will
Rogers were among the celebrities who attended
the opening.
1984: Buoyed by a $2 million donation from
Helen Copley, then the publisher of The San
Diego Union and The Tribune, the symphony
bought the entire downtown block that the Fox
occupied on B Street, between Eighth and Ninth
avenues. The symphony sold it to the CharltonRaynd Development Company, which in turn
donated the hall to the symphony. A six-month,
$6 million renovation began in March 1985. The
Symphony Towers office building, a hotel, and a
greatly expanded parking garage were built
around and above the hall.
1985: On Nov. 2, 1985, the orchestra debuted in
its newly renamed home, Copley Symphony Hall.
The opening-night lineup included such guests
as jazz piano giant Oscar Peterson, flutist James
Galway, actress-singer Diahann Carroll and
Broadway star Joel Grey. The orchestra returned
on its own three nights later for an all-classical
concert. In 1993, a new orchestral shell was
installed on the stage.
1996: Citing debts of around $3 million, the
symphony filed for Chapter 7 bankruptcy. On
Jan. 31, 1997, that bankruptcy was changed to
Chapter 11. The orchestra was largely silenced
for the next two years. A $2 million donation
from local businessman Larry Robinson helped
rescue the symphony. Several million more was
subsequently donated by other supporters,
including Qualcomm co-founder Irwin Jacobs
and his wife, Joan.
2002: The Jacobses gave a $100 million endowment to the symphony, and another $20 million
for operating expenses, to ensure its stability
and future. They also gave an additional $10
million to upgrade Copley Symphony Hall, including $2.5 million for extensive lobby renovations and improvements.
2013: The venue was rechristened the Jacobs
Music Center, but the Copley Symphony Hall
name was retained. “We’ve been attached to the
symphony for years, and we felt it was important
to keep the Copley name,” Irwin Jacobs told the
Union-Tribune at the time. “I guess the symphony people, maybe the board, thought this
would be a way to attach our name to it but not
disturb the Copley Symphony Hall name.”
2020: In March 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic
forced the symphony to cancel all its remaining
spring concerts. In September 2020, the orchestra canceled its fall season. Copley Symphony
Hall has been dark for two years, apart from
filming a few audience-free concerts streamed
online.
2022: The symphony today announced its $125
million renovation and reimagining of Jacobs
Music Center and Copley Symphony Hall. The
project is scheduled for completion by fall 2023.
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Luis Cruz and community
relations manager Paola
Hernández-Jiao interview
the people and organizations
working to make our
community a better place.

Thursday, Feb. 24
at 12 p.m.
Shana Penny
CEO, Soledad House

Providing substance
abuse treatment for
women only
Shana Penny will speak about Soledad House, a substance
abuse treatment program for women that provides a safe living
environment and a community where women can understand
sober behaviors and develop the personal skills and conﬁdence
to move through recovery. Since its inception, Soledad House has
offered scholarships to hundreds of women who need treatment
and don’t have the ﬁnancial resources or insurance to pay for it.
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