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San Diego Symphony’s Inaugural Season Of The Shell Delayed To 2021
San Diego, Calif. – The Shell, San Diego Symphony’s new permanent outdoor venue on San Diego Bay,
has captivated many people’s passion and dedication over its years of planning and during its
construction. Hundreds of people have worked on each phase of its development, and for each person it
has been a privilege to be part of something that is destined to be an iconic addition to San Diego’s
bayfront. It is therefore with extreme disappointment that we all must accept the impact of COVID-19,
including social distancing measures and governmental orders, and delay the opening of The Shell.
Originally slated to open this July, the San Diego Symphony has no alternative but to now plan for a
summer 2021 inaugural season of The Shell.
“Not being able to fulfill the dreams of so many people and celebrate the inaugural season at The Shell
as planned this summer is devastating,” said Martha Gilmer, San Diego Symphony CEO. “As the
construction of The Shell continues, its visible progress on our skyline provides us with a symbol of
forward momentum and hope. When the San Diego Symphony Orchestra performs the first concerts at
The Shell, I know that the music will mean more to all of us than ever before. We cannot wait for that
day to come.”
The musicians of the San Diego Symphony Orchestra, Music Director Rafael Payare, and countless guest
artists have been anticipating the opening season this summer. The San Diego Symphony is actively
extending invitations to the artists scheduled for the 2020 season to be part of the inaugural season in
2021.
“Even though it makes me sad that we have to postpone the opening of The Shell, I’m really looking
forward to when the time is right and we can be together again,” said Payare. “The Shell, with its
amazing location in beautiful San Diego and its magical surroundings, is going to be such a fantastic
venue and I can’t wait to make music there.”
"San Diego Symphony Orchestra musicians are all looking forward to returning to the stage and
performing for our audiences once again – and with Maestro Payare. We think about our audiences
every day, and though disappointed that we cannot be on stage this summer, we are appreciative that
the health and safety of the orchestra and of our community is the driving force behind this decision,"
said San Diego Symphony Orchestra Committee Co-Chairs, P.J. Cinque and Theresa Tunnicliff.
The Shell season subscribers are encouraged to consider donating the value of their subscription or
keeping the value of their subscriptions on account in order to maintain their seating preferences and
help support the San Diego Symphony’s strong future. The San Diego Symphony will continue to update
patrons, donors, and the community about the new timing and details of the opening. For assistance
with any ticketing options, please email the ticket office at tickets@sandiegosymphony.org. Additional
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ticket information can be found at https://www.sandiegosymphony.org/we-are-committed-to-thehealth-and-safety-of-our-community/.
The San Diego Symphony encourages virtual connection during this time. Music lovers can keep up with
podcasts, musician videos and audio broadcasts through Symphony Stream,
www.sandiegosymphony.org/san-diego-symphony-stream, or connect on social @sandiegosymphony
on Instagram and Facebook, and @sandiegosymph on Twitter.
About the San Diego Symphony
Founded in 1910, the San Diego Symphony is the oldest orchestra in California and one of the largest
and most significant cultural organizations in San Diego. The Orchestra performs for more than 250,000
people each season, offering a wide variety of programming at its two much-loved venues, Copley
Symphony Hall in downtown San Diego and The Shell at Embarcadero Marina Park South on San Diego
Bay. In early 2018, the San Diego Symphony announced the appointment of Rafael Payare as music
director. Payare leads the orchestra’s 82 full-time musicians, graduates of the finest and most
celebrated music schools in the United States and abroad. The San Diego Symphony also serves as the
orchestra for the San Diego Opera each season, as well as performing at several regional performing arts
and community centers. For over 30 years, the San Diego Symphony has provided comprehensive
learning and community engagement programs reaching more than 65,000 students annually and
bringing innovative programming to San Diego’s diverse neighborhoods and schools. For more
information, visit www.sandiegosymphony.org.
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