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Starry, starry nights

with Vincent Andrunas

A blue jewel, a centennial year and a think tank

Last Wednesday, the ladies of Las
Patronas (LP) threw a brunch to remind
us all that their 65th annual Jewel Ball is
coming up on August 6 — just over three
months from now. Widely recognized as
the most significant social event in the
greater San Diego area, the ball is a very
hot ticket (wait just a little too long, and
you may become sadly familiar with the
words “sold out”). The spectacular event
(for which LP members labor practically
all year long) also does more to help
numerous community causes than most
people can imagine, with proceeds con-
sistently in the high six figures — and
more. In a social sense, it’s great fun, and
a perfect place to “see and be seen.”

Brunch attendees enjoyed a “fashion
show” of evening gowns from the past
six decades, and were treated to a pre-
view of the décor for the 2011 Jewel Ball,
dubbed “Sapphire.” Take note: this will be
one of the glittering jewels in Jewel Ball
history, and attendees are in store for
some nice surprises.

***
Our San Diego Symphony (SDS),

currently celebrating its centennial year,
has been doing much to ensure that
they’ll be around to celebrate a second
centennial 100 years from now. One of
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their most success-
ful stratagems has
been their Partner
With a Player
(PWP) program,
an idea credited to
SDS Artistic Direc-
tor Jahja Ling and
implemented six
years ago. Partici-
pants choose an
SDS musician to
partner with, to the tune of $10,000 to
$150,000 per year. Seventy-eight SDS
musicians now have partners; only four
“orphans” remain (so there’s still a
chance for other donors to participate!).

PWP participants gathered at
Symphony Hall on last Thursday for a
cocktail reception, concert, and dinner.

For the concert performance, which fea-
tured nine movements by eight noted
composers, the partners were seated
onstage adjacent to the musicians they
sponsored, enjoying a unique and thrilling
musical experience. Sponsors and musi-
cians then enjoyed a fabulous dinner cre-
ated by Jeff Strauss and his Pamplemousse
Grille. As part of SDS’ Centennial Cam-
paign, this year’s PWP program generat-
ed $950,000 in revenue — a $400,000
increase over last year. Additionally, some
very generous sponsors stepped up to
endow their musicians’ chairs with a
melodious $1 million to $2 million, ensur-
ing their continued future funding. Others
donated similarly significant amounts to
name various areas of Copley Symphony
Hall, and an anonymous $500,000
matching grant will double other dona-
tions made through June 30. Altogether,
SDS, having achieved Tier 1 status as one
of the country’s top symphonies, is enjoy-
ing a very significant centennial year, and
ensuring its long-term future.

***
The mission of Girls Think Tank (GTT)

is to inspire, empower and organize peo-
ple within our community to advance
basic human dignity through activism
and advocacy. Founded in 2006 by a
group of female attorneys, the group has
widened to include men, and homeless
people actively contribute as well. La
Jolla’s Bill and Michelle Lerach lent their
showpiece seaside manse for the organi-
zation’s Big Easy Masquerade fundraiser
this past Saturday. Nearly 300 guests,
most in masks and costumes, arrived to
laissez les bon temps roulez, enjoying the
house and extensive gardens, tempting
libations, the Zzm Zzy jazz band, tasty
New Orleans-style buffet foods by
Authentic Flavors, and decadent desserts
by Michelle Lerach’s own Cups organic
cupcakery in La Jolla.

The highly-successful event was
beyond a sellout, suggesting this popular
group has a great future in store. Live
and silent auctions attracted many, and
a casino with blackjack, craps, and
roulette — and even a Texas hold ’em
poker tournament — added to the
excitement. Raffle prizes were drawn
every 45 minutes. Elva Salinas, dressed
as a southern belle, won a first prize in

Sapphire: LP members
model Jewel Ball gowns
from the decades. Below:
Lisa Albanez (LP vice pres-
ident), Sallie Warren (LP
president), Sue Wagener
(2011 Jewel Ball chair),
Elaine Murphy (2011 Jewel
Ball co-chair), Pat Marsch
(2011 Jewel Ball co-chair)

Partner: Ted and Joyce Strauss, Bill and Lori Walton,
Jahja Ling (SDS artistic director)

Partner: Marjie Atwood, Rachel Grosvenor,
Ward Gill, (SDS executive director), Becky
Ivans-Downer and Russell Downer

Partner: Lisette Farrell, Sheryl Sutton,
Evelyn Lamden, Dave and Phyllis Snyder
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Our San Diego Symphony (SDS),
currently celebrating its centennial year,
has been doing much to ensure that
they’ll be around to celebrate a second
centennial 100 years from now. 
One of SEE SOCIETY, Page 13
their most successful strata
gems has been their Partner With a 
Player (PWP) program, an idea 
credited to SDS Artistic Director
Jahja Ling and implemented six
years ago. Participants choose an
SDS musician to partner with, to 
the tune of $10,000 to $150,000 
per year. Seventy-eight SDS
musicians now have partners; 
only four “orphans” remain (so 
there’s still a chance for other donors 
to participate!). PWP participants 
gathered at Symphony Hall on last 
Thursday for a cocktail reception, 
concert, and dinner. For the concert 
performance, which featured nine 
movements by eight noted
composers, the partners were seated
onstage adjacent to the musicians 
they sponsored, enjoying aunique 
and thrilling musical experience. 
Sponsors and musicians then enjoyed
a fabulous dinner created by Jeff 
Strauss andhisPamplemousse
Grille. As part of SDS’ Centennial 
Campaign, this year’s PWP 

PARTNER WITH A PLAYER

programgenerated $950,000 
in revenue—a $400,000
increase over last year.
Additionally, some very generous 
sponsors stepped up to endow 
their musicians’ chairs with a
melodious $1 million to $2 
million, ensuring their continued 
future funding.Others donated 
similarly significant amounts to name various 
areas of Copley Symphony Hall, and an 
anonymous $500,000 matching grant will 
double other donations made through June 30. 
Altogether, SDS, having achievedTier 1 
status as one of the country’s top symphonies, 
is enjoying a very significant centennial year, 
and ensuring its long-termfuture.
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